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3 . Mat. l. 31, ga. „ hal 4 

Aud behold ant of them which were with Je5U3 Pretched 
but his hand, and drew his Sword, and ſtroke a Ser- 
. . want of the High- Prieſt, and ſmote- off his Ear. 
Then ſaid JESUS unto bim, Put up again thy Sword 


into bis plate, for All they that take the Sword, ſhall 


C oo 
>| x4. ow AlN theſe Words we have an account of what 
Jo qv | paſs'd between St. Peer, and one of thoſe who 
I/ came to-apprehend our Bleſſed Lord, in order 
fo his Crucifixion. . The Chief Prieſts, and Scribes, had now 
kreſolved upon his Death; and Juda, who betray'd him, 
bad brought their Soldiers to the Place where he was to be 
taken. The Guard had laid hold on Him, and were juſt 
teady to carry him away to his Enemies; when Peter, not 
able any longer to endure fuch a Violence to be offered to his 
dear Maſter, eto his Sword, and began in his well- meant, 
tho inconſideratæ Seal, to engage in good earneſt for his 
Reſcue: Ad bebold one of rhety which were with Jeſus 
Nretched out his hand, and drew his Sword, and ſtroke a Ser- 
vant of tbe High Prieft's; and ſinote off his Ear. Bur our 
Saviour, inſtead of approving, condemned his Action, and 
commanded him to deſiſt from his raſh and unwarrantable 
. Arrempt: Then ſaid Jeſus unto him, Put up again thy Sword 
into bas place; for All they that take the Sword, ſhall periſh 
, > 2: TR £0437 
Por the better underſtanding of which words, you may 
poüleaſe to obſerve theſe Two things _Þ_ 
| * That the true ground of the Malice of theſe Men 
_ againſt our Sadigur, was, that he ſer up himſelf for the Meſſiah; 
and under that CharaRter publiſh'd his Goſpel to the World. 
is Life, and Converſatiob, were not only Blame- 
W i922, 4 leſs, but Exemplary: "He net no Sin, neither was 
any Uuile foumd in his Mouth. Even the Iris themſelves, when 
 - +. . they the moſt deſired it, could lay no Crime to his Charge, ex- 
1 r it were this One, That by their Law he ought 
3 I.: * 9. to die, becauſe be made himſelf the Son of God. | 
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en purſued our Lord with ſo much Violence. But, He 
vrought many Miracles: He had but juſt before raiſed up 
Lag arts from the dead; and, as themſelves reaſon'd in their 


If we let bim alone, all Men will believe on him; and 
be Romans ſhall come, and take away both our Place and 
Wa: W 
This was his fault, and this was, in Truth, all that they 
had to alledge againſt him. Pilate himſelf knew _ 
that for Envy they bad delivered him, into his rag pins 
6 hands: And upon what their Envy was founded. 
er I have before ſhewn; and the whole Hiſtory of his Life ſuffi- 
+ Niently aſſures us of the Juſtice of the Remark. | 


n, But Secondly: The other thing to be obſerved. for tha 


„better underſtanding of the true Import of the Text is this; 
That our Saviour forbidding St. Peter to reſiſt their Violence 


periſß with the Sword, may be underſtood to bave ſpoken 
theſe Words in two very different Reſpects: Either with 


their hands. | 


16 That St. Peter ſhould not dram bis Sword againſt them, but 

4 ſhould leave their Puniſhment to God; who would not fail 

%% to return their Violence, in a ſignal manner, upon them. An 
Interpretation the rather to be conſider d, Hrs 

ay ing Event did eminently confirm the Truth of the Prediction: 


God having, for this very Reaſon, brought upon that whole 


en Nation one of the moſt terrible Deſtructions that ever fell 
5, © vpon any People in the World. 2 | 


Id. But yet, for all this, I think the other, and more common 
16. application, of theſe words to St. Peter, as it is the more 


dae natural, ſo is it, for that Reaſon, the rather to be prefert d 
\on and then the meaning of them will be this: That He ſhoul 


. confider Who he was, and What he had done? And remem- _ 

hy ber bow ſevere a Sentence God had pronounced againſt All 
Mach as, without a juſt' warrant. ſo to do, ſhonld take tbje 
1 Az Snot 
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It was not therefore for any Perſonal Crimes that theſe 


aſt Council, in which they reſolv d upon his Death, Joi. 48. 


upon this account, that A77 they that rake the Sword, ſhall - 


Relation ro Thoſe who came to Apprebend him; Or with Re- - 
as lation to the Apoſt/e, who would have delivered him out of 


If weconfider them with relationtoThoſe whocameto Ap- 
nd prehend our Bleſſed Saviour, they will then carry this Senſe; 


jat the follo w- 


* 
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4 A.SERMON, Preach'd before the 
Sword into their Hands; Gen. ix. 6. Whoſo ſhedderb Man's 

Blood, by Man ſhall his Blood he fed]. 

We will, if you pleaſe, joy borh theſe Interpretations 
together, and out of Both make up this One, ſtrong Argu- 
ment, againſt St. Peters attempt upon this Occaſion: That 
he ought not to have drawn his Sword againſt thoſe to whom 
God had committed the Pomer of the Sword; but ſhould bave 
left it to him, to whom alone it belonged, to puniſh their Vio- 
lence; Put up thy Sword into has place, tor, All they that 
take the Sword, ſhall periſh with the Sword. 

In diſcourſing upon which words, with relation to the 
e e Solemnity of this Day, I ſhall obſerve this Me- 
thod. Te. K 
I. I will enquire, Why our Saviour would not 1 

St. Peter to rake the Sword in bis Defence; but ſe. 
quired him to leave his Cauſe zo God, as the only pro- 

per Judge cit. | 3 
II. I will fhew, Trar it is ill unlawful for any Chriſtians, 
under the like Circumſtances, fo take the Sword. 


Which having done; I will then proceed, from the Prin- 


ciples before laid down, to confider, 5 
III. Whar we ate to judge of thoſe, who notwithftand- 
ing fo plain an Admoaition to the contrary, not only 
. © Took the Sword (tho? that bad been too much) but 2004 
1 againſt that Roya/ Perſon, who alone had rhe 77ght- 
ul Power of it. F 
begin with ede firſt of theſe; to enguite 
Why our Saviour would not ſuffer St. Peter to rake 
the Stoord in bis Defence, but commanded him to leave 
mis Cauſe ro God, as the only proper Fudge of ir. 


=» 
I. 


No that muſt have been upon one of theſe Accounts: 


Either, (/) Becauſe it is at 4! Times, and in all Cafes, 
urterly unlawful for any Diſciple of Chriſi to late the Sword. 
(2dly.) Becauſe at that Tine, and in thoſe Circumſtances, it 
was not Jatoſul for St. Peter to have done it. 

As for the (Former) of theſe, it is what even thoſe who 


deny the uſe of rhe Sivord to the Chriſtian Magiſtrate, andy 


weill not allow tim to draw it," either againſt an Enemy in a 


Iawful War, or forthe execation of 7uf? ice upon his own Sub, 
fed, will not adventure to ſay, Even they acknowledge 


? I - 
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that there is one Caſe, at leaſt, wherein an innocent uſe may 


ve made of it; namely, for à Man's ohn defence, when be 
can no otherwiſe ſecure himſelf againſt the Violence of an 


« 


unjuſt Aggreſſor. 


ceſſion; the Holy Scriprures inform us, that there are ſe- 
veral Caſes in which the Sword may awfully be taten; and 
that not only by private Perſons, for their own jaſt and ne- 
Ithe Puniſbment of Evil doers within, and to preſerve his Pes: 
ple from the Aſſaults of their Enemies without, _ 
Many were the Crimes for which the Law of Moſes requi- 
| red Malefatfors: to be put to Death. And with reſpect to 


hat there is no other way to free the Land from Pollution, 
but by the Blood of him that committed it; Deut. xxxv. 33. 
For Blood defileth the Land: And the Land cannot be cleanſed 
of he Blood that is ſhed therein, but by the Blood of bin that 
bed its - 100 ERR e : 
And left this ſhould be thought inconſiſtent with the Per- 
elion of the Goſpel, and to have expired with the other po- 
n ive Lews of that Diſpenſation, St. Paul, in the Thirteenth 


br. vil Magiſtrate for the ſame Ends, viz. The Protection of 
good Men, and the Puniſhment of the Wicked 


ake 


ae 1 Good Works, but to the Evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid 


the Power? Do that which zs Good and thou ſtalt have praiſe 
the ſane : For he is the Miniſter of God to I hee for Good. But 
f thou do that tohich is Evil, be afraid: For be beareth rot the 
WORD in Vain: For he is, (here too) the Minifter of God, A 


nts : 
zes, 
ord 


„ it rah A pon him t hat does Euil. 


who 
and 
in a 


the poter of the Civil Magiſtrate. He requires us to ſubmit 


ven him for. the ſame Ends St. Paul had before mentioned, 


Aion, of Ihen that do Welt; And the very Paſſage of rhe 
#1, would Men but allow it but a reaſonable Conſtruction, 
83 implies 


that 


Bur we need not be beholden to the Socinian for this Con- 


efſary Defence; but by the Civil Magiſtrate too; both for 


one of them, that of Marder, God has expreſly declared, 


o the Romans, expreſiy puts the Sword into the Hands of the 


nd Unjuſt. For Rulers, ſays he, are not a Ter. Rom. zii. 4. Gre. i 


 $-venger, not only allow'd, but appointed by God, to execute 
The fame is the Account which St. Peer gives us 1Per.ii.g. 
his Authority for the 23 And tells us, that it was 


F: the paniſbment of Evil-doprs, and the praiſe, the Pro - 


+. 2 " ** Preys — 
— pi | he” * * 
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1 


lbe Sword: 
fances, it was not latoful for him to have raken it. Let 


. wnlawful? 5 FG: 
In anſwer whereunto we are told by ſome, that the Rea: 
ſon why our Saviour reproved St. Peter for taking the Sword 


£ 


. 
——— e D | 2 Kee M | n — 
implies the very ſame thing, namely, That a// zho/e who takel 
tbe Sword, 28 St. Peter now did, without a lawful Warrant 
tor their f, 


* 


puniſh'd with death for it. 


F nd Ile came into the World ; and that the Apoſtle therefore 


Sod. And indeed it muſt be allow'd, that the words which 


Preſly to the fame purpoſe; John xviii. 11. Pat up thy Swor, 
Into the Sheath: The Cup which ny Father hath given mi 
Pat burdronkat.- ©. 5 


was, in other reſpects, Raſh, and Unwarrantable. And 


* Y 
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doing; ſhould periſh with the Sword, ſhould be 
It is therefore without all Controverſie, lawful for Chr; 
trans, both . ee Others, in ſeveral Caſes, to take 

And by conſequence, St. Peters Offence muſt 
have conſiſted in this, that at that time, and in thoſe Circum: 


* AM * 


us therefore enquire, ( 2d/y.) What it was that made it / 


TY e 1318080 A « 


was this; That God had appointed him to die; that for this 


in oppoſing thoſe who were come to take him in order there 
-unto, withſtood God's Decree ; and, in effect, fought again 


dur Saviour ſubjoyn'd upon this Occaſion, do ta 

Ver. 53, 30. your ſuch an Opinion. Thinkeſt thou, that I can 
not now pray to my Father, and he ſhall preſently give ni! 
more than twelve Legions of Angels : But bow:then ſhall th! 
Scriptures be fulfilfd, that thus it muſt be? And St. Job 
either abridging his Diſcourſe, or relating ſome other Paſ 
ſage which St. Mattheto had omitted, ſpeaks yer more ex 


Reds. eee Yrs oO tbe oe 


A F. 


A 


But tho? it muſt therefore be granted, that the Attemf 
of Sr. Peter was, upon this account alſo, worthy of Blame 
and as ſuch cenſured by our B/efjed Lord, yet that does nc 
hinder: but that his Action might have been, as indeed il. 


9 rr honed eat, A + 


the words of our Saviour plainly intimate: They. contai 
Aa Reaſon of perpetual "force, ſuch as had nothing to d 
with God's Decrees; namely, Thar all thoſe who ſhou! 
take the Sword, that is, after ſuch a manner, and in ſud 
Circumſtances, as the 4pote hete did, ſhould periſh toil 
the Sword, mould be worthy of Death for theit fo doing, | 


„„ 2 ot 


pol 


— 


« F > 
* - . 
1 " 


— — - - 


Houſe of Lords, Jan. 30. 170. 8 
To underſtand therefore the true ground ot our Saviour's; 
ke Reproof in theſe Words, we muſt confider, not what St. Re-; 
ant ters fault was with reſpect to God's Decree for the Suffer. 
be ine of Chrift.z- which they have no manner of relation to; 

but what it was that made bis Attempt ſo Criminal towards 
pri-. Man, as to be a Capital Offence ; and, even in our Lord's, 
„e Judgment, worthy of Deb. 
ut] Was ir that He defended; his Bleſſed Maſſer againſt the - 
an Aſſaulrs of Thoſe, who, without any /awfu! Authority, were | 
Lei come. to ſeize Him? Bur this is no more than what the 
Law of Nature, and the Right. of Self-preſervation,” pre- 

{cribes ; and the paſitiue Laus of all well-regulated Socie- 
ties allow of; viz. To repel anunjuſt Violence; and where o- 
ther Means fail, To 4. ne a Man's Life, by force, againſt 
thoſe who, by force would take. it away. Fr 

Or was it that He exceeded the Bounds of that Liberty 
which this: natural Right of Self-defence, and Self-preſerva; | 
tion, in ſuch Caſes, gives to every One, againft, Thoſe who 
teek. their Deſtruction? But neither doth this appear. He [ 

made no undue Haſte : He ſmote not before t Kuvi gc. 
be ſaw what they were about to Do. He tar- Joh. 11177 1 
ried till they had a7ually laid bands upon our * pn 
Saviour, and declared their. Reſolution of carrying him for- 
cibly away. . . . 
Was it his fault that he did not tarry for the Direction 
of our Lord, in anſwer to that Queſtion which 0 1 
One of them, at. the ſame inſtant, had put to 8 
him, Shall we ſmite with the Sword? But in 
ſuch Caſes as this there is no room for Deliberation: And 
ſuppoſing his Action to have beep otherwiſe Innocent, it is 
hard to conceive how this alone could merit ſo ſevere a. 
Reproof ; much leſs make that which was in its ſelf laws. 
tl, by ſo ſmall a Dęfect, become a Capital Crime, 

Or, laſtly, Was bis fault no other than 3 
what ſome Politic Interpreters of the Churcb. * . 1 „ 
of Rome have ſuppoſed; That Ea Nen, engaged againſt ſo 
great Odds, that He could expe nothing oh than a cer-. - 
rain Ruin from his Undertaking ? But where both the Cauſe: | 
is Juſt, and the Means. that ate made uſe, of for the De; 
lei al vu lil cs Gree, ths, B , 
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2 ——  —— - 


; | Hahifes the Glory of the, Action, and adds to the llonoor of 


bim ws has the Courage to undertake hi. At the moſt, 


in ſuch 4 Caſe, the Apoſtle would have-beeti, only guilty of 


an Imprudence : It might have c Hin his Life; but could 
by — means have render d him fo Criminal as to be worth 
k. | r | ' N 
In ſhort; The only thing that can be imagined to. have 
been capable of fixing ſo ſevere a Cenſure up- 
| diver aging on St. Peters Aion muſt have been this; That 
ep . the Perſons againſt whom he drew his Sword 
5 were the Miniſters of Juſtice; and commiſſi- 
oned by a lg Authority to rake dut Bleſſed Saviour: And 
that being ſuch, they were not to be Re/ited in the Executi- 
on of their Offce. And ſo St. Matthew tells us, Ver. a7. 
While He yet {pake, lo Judas, One of the Twelve, and tenth 
Din a great Multitude, with Swords, and Staves, from the 
 Chief-Priefts, and Elders of the People; that is, ftom Thoſe 


| who had the Lawſul Authority to fend Them. But St. John 


is more expreſs; He adds, that they were the Roman Soldi- 
ers, who guarded the Temple at rhe Feaſt, with their Cap 
train, or Chief-Officer, at their Head. So that St. Peter could 


not but have known who They wete; and muſt therefore 


have been the / more inexcufable, in offering any Violence to 


Them, Jo. xviii. 12. Then the Band, and ibe Captain, and 
_ Officers of the Jews, font Jeſus and bound him. And it ap 
pears from St. Lake, that His Apprehenſion was not only 
nade by the Order of the Sunhedrim, but that ſome of that 
Council were preſent in Perſon at the Execution of their Or. 
der, Chap. xxii. 5 2. Ther ſatd Jeſus to the Chief. Frieſts, and 


» — 


Qaptains of ibe Temple, and the Elders, which were come to 
| © © Theſe were the Perſons who came ta tate our, Saviour, 
S and. this was the Authority by which they did it. And 
therefore St. Peter's fault muſt have confiſted in this, that 


He drew his Sword againſt Thoſe who had a Latſal Po,... 


et 2 bend Him. For however the Jetor were at this 

time a Conquerd People under the Power of the Romans, | 
and Governed by the Emperor's Lientenant; yer ſtill the 
| Great Council at Feruſaltm was atlow'd to fetain its Aut ho. 


i, and to Etetriſe its Power,” by their own Laws, as 


<a —_ — 
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Honſe of Lords, Jan. 30. 177). 9 
It has, I know, been doubted by ſome Learned Men, whe- 
ther they ſtill terained-the Power of Life and Death :. And 
one Paſſuge there is, in this very Hiſtory, which ſeems to 
imply that they did not: Fo. 'xviil. 31. where demand g 
Judgment of Pi ate againiſt out Saviour, they told him 5 q 
was not Latofal for them to pur any Man to Death. Let 
this be as it will; Thus much is certain, that They had 
Authority to Apprebend Hin; To examine into the Crimes 
which ſhould be laid apainſt Him; To have pes Him 
with ſome leſſet Puniſbment Themſelves ; and, if they faw 
occaſion, to have deliver'd him to the Roman Governor for 
the laſt und higheft, Sentence. And therefore, whatſoever _ 
Malice rhefe may have been, (as certainly there was enough 


of that) in their Proſecution of our Lord, yet hitherto they 


proceeded it a /2ga! Method againſt Him: And, 
doing fo, it was not lawful for any private 
Perſont, ſuch as St. Peter, and the reſt of the 
Apoſtles were, to oppoſe them with Force in 
what they did. This was the true ground of n. 7 

our Saviburs Reptoof; And it is thus faithful. 

ly and judiciouſly Pataphraſed, by our Learned Dr. em- 
mond; Put up thy Sword into bis place; Do nothing con- 


Grot. in loc. 
Et de Jur. B. 
ac P. lib. 1. 
cap. iii. 5. 3. 


'« ttafy to Law; For all they I bat take the Sword, ſhall pe- 


« iy with the Sword; All that draw and uſe the Sword 


* without (und how much more againſt) the Authority of 


„ Thoſe which bear the Sword, ſhall fall themſelves by it; 
e ſhall incut the Puniſhment of Death © © x 

Having thus endeavour'd, with all the clearneſs I could, 
to repreſent to you the true Reaſon of that Reproof which 
out Saviour gave to St, Peter upon this occaſion, I pro» 


II. To ſhew, That, upon the ſame grounds, it fill is,, | 

and toill ever be, Unlawful, for any other Chriflians, 
in the like Circumſtances, to take the Sword. © © 
Among all the opular Pretences that have been ſet up 
to juffifie private Perſons in their unwarrantable Attempis 
againſt publick Authority, there is none that carries a falten 
Appearance, ot has done greater Miſchief in the World, 4 
than this; That it 15 l, ro defend Religion with the Stord, © 
and whatſoever the Enterptize would otherwiſe = NY 1 
55 e Tthoughr 
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ht this ſhall transform it into a Glorious, and Heroical 
Undertaking. 

How far this Opinion has carried ſome deluded 7o lots, 
1 ſhall nor need to ſay: I would to God our on Hiſtories 
did nor afford, us too many Inſtances of it. Bur this I take 
to be clear, and certain; That had we no other Paſſage of 
Holy Scripture to convince us of the Falſeneſs of ſack 4 
Pretenſion; No Directions of any ancient Writers to inform 
us what the Duty of a Chriſtian in times of Perſecution is; 
No Examples of Antiquity to ſhew us what his Behaviour 
ought to be; This ſingle Paſſage, and Example, alone, 
might ſuffice to aſſure us, how directly contrary ſuch a Prin- 
_ Ciple muſt be, both to the Prallice of our Saviour, and the 
Rules of his Goſp el. 

For, indeed, what can any one pretend to offer in Excuſe 
of ſuch an Attempt now, that St. Peter might not with 
greater Reaſon have altedg'd 1 in e of bimſelf upon 
this Occaſion ? 1 Ws 
Has the True Religion ſuch 2 Right on its fi de, as to be 

able to warrant any Violence againſt thoſe who oppoſe i it; 
and would opprefs' us upon the account of it? Bur ſurely 
no one can, with equal Evidence, prove his Church, or Faith, 
to be the Right now, that St. Peter could have demonſtrated 
thar for which he would have engaged, to have been the 
True Religion heretofore. Nor can any more maliciouſly, or 
injurioufly oppoſe any Religion, or Perſecute 1 its Profeſſors, 
than the Fewos, in the N Caſe,” did both our Lord, and 
his Goſpel. 

Or ſhall we ſay, as me have done, that Inferior Magi: 
rates may be ReſiftedStho* the Supreme may not; when 
they would otherwiſe Wtroy an Innocent Perſon, tho in 1 
legal way, and with an appearance of Fuſtice? Bur thole 
'who here purſued our Saviour were no other: They were 
the Subordinate Powers; Men permitted, or at the moſt in- 
truſted, and commithoned by the Emperor, to Govern under 
bim, by certain Laws, and within certain Limits preſcribed 
to them for that purpoſe. And for the Perſon againſt whom 
= they added, I ſhall not need to fay, that the Holy cſue was 
WW one of the molt Innocent, that was ever oped, under 4 

1 ſhew of legal Power, and Aeg, 
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committed the Power of the Sword. 


Or, laſtly : Tho' the lawful Magiſtrate, whether Supreme, 
or Subordinate, may not be reſiſted in the Exerciſe of their 


Authority, ſhall We pretend that Thoſe who are Commiſhon- 


ed by Them may be withſtood? But ſuch were zho/e who 


now came to, apprehend our Saviour. Neither Pilate, nor 
the High- Prieſt, were there in Perſon; nor the Council in a 


Body: But they ſent their Officers, and Soldiers; the (ap- 


tain of the Guard, and it may be ſome of their own Mem- 
bers along with them, to ſee that they did their Duty. But 


they had a /awful Authority for what they did: Their Pomer 
was juſt, tho at preſent employ'd on a very wicked Defign; 


and, therefore, their Procedure being Lawfu/, they were not 


to be Re/iſted, no not in defence of our Saviour Chriſt him 

And if neither the Malice of the Fews, nor the Innocence 
of our Lord; If neither the Truth of our Religion perſecuted 
in its Founder, nor the apparent Marks of Malice and Envy, 


of Violence and Oppreſſion, which appeared in the whole 


Courſe of their Proſecution of Him: Were ſufficient to war- 
rant St. Peter to draw the Sword in his Defence, againſt that 
Legal Authority by which they Acted; We muſt conclude, JF 
that neither will any of theſe Pretences ſuffice to juſtifie any Þ 
other Chriſtians, in the like Circumſtances, now: But, if it ſhall + 


pleaſe God at any time to permit the Lawfu/ Powers to be 


againſt Us, and make them that hate us, to rule over us 


We muſt follow the Example of our Bleſſed Maſter; and 


Tubmit patiently to their Authority; and not, with this 
warm Apoſtle, take the Sword againſt thoſe, to whom God has 


Leet this then ſuffice to ſhew, what the true Chriſtian Do- 
Arine, of Submiſſion to the Civil Magiſtrate, is. I ſhall not 
here enquire whether ſome may not poſſibly have miſapplied 
theſe Principles; ot have ſtretched them farther than theỹß 
ought. to have done; and, by that means, have led botn 
themſelves; and others, into great Miſtakes, and no leſs In- 
conveniences. What that Authority in every State, or Coun: 
try is, to which ſuch a Subjeclion, as | have now been ſpeax- 
ing of, is due; and againſt which no Reſſtance, no not to 
defend the Beſt Cauſe, or the moſt Innocent Perſon in the 
World, may be uſed by any of the Community , is a Poing , 
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which the Municipal Laws, and Conſtitution, of every State, t! 
and Country, muſt determine. But that wherever that S2. C( 
ar: Power, and Autbority, is lodged; or in whomſdever lH 
t reſides, to which God has commanded us to be Subject, t 
not only for Wrath, but alſo for Conſcience ſake :. Concern- 
ing which St. Paul has laid down this Rule, Ler every Soul 
be Subjelt to the higher Powers : And St. Peter himfelf de- 
clar d, That We muſt. ſubmit 10 it for the Lord's ſake, we 
are bound to pay either an Active, or Paſſive Obedience to 
ie; muſt either Do what it Requires, or Suffer what it In. 
flièts; This is without controverſie the ſtanding Dodrrne of 
Chriſtianity, and has been Confirmed by the Pracfice of the 
beft Chriftians in all Ages of the Church. 
[ _ Which being ſo, Let us go on finally, upon theſe princi- 
18 PE to conſider | al 
| IIIa y; What we are to judge of Thoſe who, notwith- 
I ftanding fo plain an admonition, not only zook the 
i __ Sword (tho that had been too much;) Bur Cut off with 
= © 0 Royal Perſon, who alone had the Righrful power 
f 0 157 a 52 0 | | | | 1 1 
Ad here cannot follow either a plainer, or ſurer Guide, I *! 
chan our Laws themſelves; which ſpeak not only with Au- 3 
I. zhority, but Approbation too; and tell us, in effekt, what 8 
the senſe of the whole Nation is, or at leaſt ought m 
an, robe, both of Them, and theit Proceedings. "The I *! 
1 joey FFacr it ſelf, they call, a Horrid, Execrable, 7 
Dereſtable Murder; An impious Fut, an Unpa- 1 
id c. xc. rolled Treaſon: The * Cour which decreed ir, Ide 
a Traiteroi Aſſembly; A prodigious, and unbeard of Tri- w 
s - buzal.. The * PerxsoNs Who thus unwarrantably drew the 0 
Sword againſt their Own Sovereign, they brand as a parcel IF © 
of IWreiched Men, deſperately Wicked, Hardned in their Im. 
bpiety. And, laſtly, as to the * PerxcrpLes upon which 
they proceeded, the fame Late declare, That by the Un. U 


& dow; Jed, and Fundamental Laws of this Kingdom, nolther 


* the-Peets of this Realm, nor the Commons, nor Both-toge» Ib. 


£ & #4 S 


© ther; In Parliament, or out of Parliament; Colletively, ' th 
$ © or Repreſentatively; nor any Other Perſons wharforver, WI 
1 ny ve bave, bath, ought to haue, any Coergive power I's 
wer the Perſons of the Rings ef this Realm, 8 = | 


. 
f 


* 
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Such is the Cenſure which our Laws have paſsd i upon 
the Murder of our Raya Sovereign, and the Perſons who 
committed it.: And. the ſame is the Senſe which both the 


IWord: of God, and the Laws of all other Nations, teach us 


to have of Both, 


For to allow that ſome Things had been done, 
under the Authority of that unfortunate Prince, c1,cnaans 


leſs regularly than were to have been wiſh'd : zift. of the Ci- | 
That the Prerogative had been ſtrain d ro an vii Wars,vol.l. 
Exorbitant Heighth, and the Subject too much #9Fp-6,22,52, - 


provoked to complain, if not of the King Him. Se. a 
ſelf, yet of Thoſe who were about Him; and u 
ſhould have Adviſed, and Atted, more moderately than they 


did. To grant that when the Parliament met, with which . | 


our Troubles began; it was Excuſable, or even Fitting, for 


See my Lord 
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it to have redreſſed thoſe Grievances, and reduced the Pre- 


ragaſ ive within its juſt bounds; and that rhoſe therefore who 
enter'd upon the proper Methods of doing this, in a Parlia- 


mentary way, without any Ill Defigns eithet againſt the Per- 


ſon, or Government, of the King, were not to 


be blamed : Vet certainly when this was done, Tee 16 Car. r. 


„ egp. 10, 11, , {| 
and thereupon ſuch + 4Zs were paſſed as not on- 16, 20. "I * 


ly abundantly repaired whatever the Subject had 8 


Suffered: before, but ſufficiently. ſecured Him againſt an x 
more; Iaraſions either of his Liberty, or Property, for the - 7 


time to Come; for Men to proceed farther ſtill, and with- 


out any lawful Auibority, or evident Neceſfity; enter into 


War againſt their Sovereign, who had ſo far condeſcended 
to all their Juſt deſires, muſt needs have been as 1//eg2l, as it 


Q 


was Unreaſonable; and beſpeak Thoſe who did it to have 


taken the Sword in that Senſe which our Saviour here forbad, 


and all Good Men have ever Condemned. 


- 


Had that, excellent Prince, indeed, never called. his aft 
Parliament at all, nor given any Opportunity to his People 
to redteſs their Grievances by the proper Methods of it: 
Had He not only continued to inſiſt upon thoſe Pretenſions, 


which ſome had ſet up under the ſhelter of his Authority; 
but fo far improved them, as utterly 10 ſet aſide the Lars of 


*y 


the Realm, and to ad, Anbitrarily, not only without Law, but” | 


ſen 


inf And when nothing elſe would do, Had He cho- 
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ſen rather ro De/ert the Government, than to Ry/e according 
to his own Oath, and the Fundamental Laws, and Limitations 
of it: This might have warranted àn oppreſſed People to take 
the Sword; for the neceſſary defence of their Laws, and Conſti- 
tut ion; and their. Religion and Liberties, founded thereupon. 
But to take up Arms againſt a King whoſe Exceſſes had 
been Moderate, and whoſe Neceſſities preſſed him, con- 
trary to his own Inclinations, to run into the moſt of Them; 
Bur eſpecially, who had already, without force, not only 
freely Redreſſed the Grievances of his People, but abun- 
dantly Repaired Them; and ſecured them againſt the like 
it Aztempts for the future; This muſt needs have been an 
unwarrantable Enterprize; A War as unjuſtifiable in irs Riſe, 
28 it proved fatal in its Conſequences. 

Nor will the Prerence of Religion at all alter che Caſe, 
or make their Taxing of the Sword ever the more Lawful ; 
tho we ſhould ſuppoſe that there had been as juſt Cauſe I * 
of Complaint in that reſpect, as ſome Men affirmed ; tho 
tit is, after all, certain that there was not. It was upon 
tis ground, as we have ſeen, that our Saviour was perſe- 
cCuated by the Jer. They ſought his Deſtruction for this 

very Reaſon, that He profeſſed himſelf to be the Meſſab, „ 
and would have introduced a mew Religion among Them, I 
contrary, as they ſuppoſed, to the Law of Moſes. And 6e 

Feet Chriſt himſelf thought not this a ſufficient Warrant for I. 
St. Peter. to take the Sword againſt the /awfu! Magiſtrate; I 75 
= tho? He took it only in defence of his Maſter, without the 
1eaſt defign of diſturbing the publick Peace by it. th 
But alas! this is yet but a ſmall part of that Guilt weit 
are now Aſſembled to Commemorate and Bewail. Our fu · ¶ tic 
= Tious Zealots did not only rake the Sword- againſt the Au. an 
.- thoraty of their Prince, but they ſtained it with the Blood ey, 
of his Sacred Perſon. A Wickedneſs hardly to be paral-K' ot] 
lelbd in any Ocher Country ; nor ever to be mentioned by liv 


Our Selves without Shame and Dereſtation . 
It was the Queſtion of Holy David to Abiſbai, when ht 
would have ſmitten Sau!; and it contains the Senſe of al 
other Wiſe, and Good Men, in the like Caſe; 1 Sam. xxi) 
it 9. Whocanſtretch forth his band ogainſt the LORD's Anon 
ec, and be Guiltleſs* And yet at that time, Saul oy 

RT. | 5 rin 


„tber his Wickedneſs in the fight of the one, nor his In- 
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Prince rejected by the ſame God who had made him King 
before; and David was appointed to Reign over ae in 
his ſtead. So that Saul was little more than King in Fad, 
but David had the Right; and that by an immediate divine 
Appointment, and Authority. But He had been the Anointed 


of the Lord; and he was ſtill in Poſſeſſion of the Govera- 


ment; and there was, upon both Accounts, ſuch à Reſpect 
due to Him, that his Perſon was Sacred; ſo that no One 
could flretch out his Hand againſt him, and be Guiltleſs. 


Nay more; Saul, at that very time, purſued David for 


this Reaſon, that he knew God had Anointed bim to be 
King in his ſtead; tho David had done nothing to diſturb 


him in his Government, any more than he would now Tuf-” 


fer any thing to be done to deſtroy his Perſon. And yet, 
neither the Decree of God, nor the Violence of Saul; nei- 


Juſtice towards the other; were thought ſufficient by David 
to warrant. him to make any Attempt upon his Life; tho 
God ſeemed, by. a fingular Diſpofition of his Providence, 
to have deliver'd him into his Hands. But he left his Cauſe 


to God, and appealed to Him, as the only Fudge of Sb e. 
ren Princes, Ver. 10, 11. David ſaid farthermore, As the 
Lord lroeth, the LORD ſhall ſmite him; Or his Day ſhall 


come to die;. Or he ſhall deſcend into Battel and periſh. The 


LORD forbid that I ſhould ſtreteh forth mine Hand agaigſt ; 


* 
Ex 


the LORD's Anomted !! 
This was David's Conduct, and theſe 


the Principles upon which 'he founded Vid. Optat. Me- 


it: And the ſame have been both the No- vit. lib. ü. p. 47. 
tions and the Behaviour, of the Wiſeſt 
and Beſt Men, upon the like Occaſions, cap. iv. 5. 7. l. C. 
ever ſince. But our Cruel Murtherers had 3 | 


other Thoughts: They Acted by other Meaſures: . God de. 
liver'd their Sovereign into their Hands, and they laid hold 


of the opportunity to Deſtroy him. They /hed rhe Blood 
of War in Peace; and made themſelves at once the Ar- 


ng. e 5 | | t 
A borrid, execrable, deteſtable Wicked- 
nels! The Scandal of our County the * 
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raigners, the Judges, and the Excutioners, of their s 


1 


＋ 
* n 


Mun! 


+2 


* 

8 

E N 
« Let 


Ty no TS 


1 0 


= 


8 nn 2 


—— 


— 


= . e * A ST = * 
7 * Me ws ban” x. * — av: 


— * 
. * $ > r : 
b * s — A WAX; 1 
N D N 
ND ' r 2 p 
IJ OE n 
| —%* 1 I s ** 1 8 CC. * 
N ky * > * = p o 9 1 ” 
. n iS * 


— ——— 


— Wm - = 


4 


— 
— —— A — 


E RM ON Preach before, kc. © | 
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lf Wound and Mert of our Holy Religion ! 1 would to 
Sad might ſtop herg ; bur I muſt add, the Gait, the 
me Po!/ution of the whole Kingdom ! The Effects of 4 
ſt which we have cen, we have fell; we continue both to | 
es, and feel, at this very Day. _ 1 
If Oh! May it be the Subject of our Sorrow and Repen- | 
trance too! May we never think of it without Shame; ne- 
ver ſpeak of it but with an Execration ! 3 
Bat more eſpecially on this Day, ſet apart by Publick 
I Authority, on purpoſe to engage us to a National Humilia- |! 
dos of our ſelves for fo great a Wickedneſs; may we All 
Wt Hincetely deprecate the Vengeance of God, which this Royal! 
WE. Blood calls aloud for to Heaven againſt Us! 1 
May no profane Perſons, either make a Mock of this 
I Piery, or neglect to joyn in the Exerciſes of it! No deluded 
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- -Zealots, either continue in to juſtifie what was then done | 
amiſs; or to entertain ſuch Principles, as may ever lead 
we. them to the like Villany! 5 | | 


. 


(£6) the Puniſhment of the One, and Qur common $ 
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r will ſuppreſs MalefaCtors within, and guard Us | 
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